
15 January 2021 

URGENT ANNOUNCEMENT 

Dear parents 

 

The following was mentioned in Minister Angie Motshega’s speech this morning at 9h00:  

“Given the pressure experienced by the health system in the past few weeks, occasioned by increased 

COVID-19 infections which has led to the second wave, the Council of Education Ministers in 

conjunction with the National Coronavirus Command Council and Cabinet, has taken the decision to 

delay the reopening of both public and private schools with two weeks. This includes private schools 

that have reopened already. They will need to postpone their reopening to a later date.” 

 

Unfortunately, we will have to follow this directive. Even though our school has an excellent health 

record, has been inspected for COVID-19 safety compliance, and has staff that (literally) cried when 

they heard that we will need to close.  

 

Solid Foundations has therefore decided the following: 

1. School (Grade 1-7) will close next week 

2. We will phase back all of our grades the week after. Grade 1, 4 and 7 must come back to 

school on Wednesday the 27th of January, Grade 2 and 6 (as well as 1, 4 and 7) will come 

back on Thursday the 28th of January, and ALL grades will be back next week Friday the 29th 

of January. This meets the prescribed “two week” criterion. 

3. Our preschool (Grade RRR-R) does not fall within the legal jurisdiction of “independent 

primary schools,” but falls under the jurisdiction of the ECD sector. We will remain open for 

our pre-schoolers. PLEASE SEND THEM TO SCHOOL!!! Their education and routine is 

CRITICAL!!! 

4. Solid Foundations will NOT go online next week. Our pupils may be given extra work today 

to tide them over for the next 10 days. PLEASE encourage them to READ, READ, READ during 

this gap week. 

5. We will communicate any future changes or delays as soon as we have been made aware of 

them.  

 

We understand the stance of the GDE but are heartbroken that we have to take this route.  

May you and your families stay safe and healthy and we look forward to seeing you soon again.  

 

Kind regards, 

Erika Helmbold 


