
NEWSLETTER 

29 June 2020                                     

Dear parents and pupils 

WELCOME BACK! We’ve REALLY missed you and can’t wait to see all our pupils again! 

The following letter will give you a little more information regarding the first couple of days back at 

school. Firstly, please confirm that you know the date that your little one will be back at school  

Date Grades coming back 

Monday 6 July Grade 5 and 6 
Grade 3 
Preschool (optional) 

Wednesday 8 July Grade 2 

Friday 10 July Grade 1 

Monday 27 July Grade 4 (unless 75% majority of parents vote sooner) 

Monday 3 August Preschool (compulsory) 

Remember that the online teaching programme will stop after these dates  

In order to prepare our little ones to come back relaxed and refreshed please note that the last 

online schooling upload for Grade 3, 5 and 6 will be Tuesday this week. The last online upload for 

Grade 2 and Grade 1 will be Friday this week. The preschool online programme (between 6 July and 

3 August for those opting to remain at home) will be reduced to only 2 online lessons daily. The last 

Grade 4 online upload will be the 17th of July.  

I sincerely applaud our staff for the INCREDIBLE job they have done online. I am humbled by the 

team-work and excellent standard that we have maintained throughout this challenging time.  

To prepare for coming back to school, take note of the following: 

1. Please re-read our school’s CoVid19 policy. Quite a few changes have been made in the last 

month, to make sure our school stays fully compliant, happy, healthy and safe! 

2. Let your little one watch our back-to-school orientation video again (in the LO folder of the online 

schooling folder tomorrow). This will help ease their anxiety (and yours) about coming back.  

2. We will only open the gate on Mooirivier Drive (the Troll Bridge) and Maraboe Street (by the 

teacher’s parking) for now. We have thermascanners and staff screening at both gates. The Korhaan 

Street gate will not be opened for now.  

3. Please make sure your child wears a mask to school. No mask= no entry. Shields can be worn 

instead of masks ONLY ONCE YOUR CHILD IS INSIDE HIS/HER CLASS AND IS SEATED AT THEIR DESK.  

4. Remind your child that on the first day back, when they enter the school premises, they must put 

their suitcase on a yellow social distancing dot. They cannot hug their friends, but they can elbow 

touch or foot touch to say hello . Please note that preschool teachers have been given permission 

to hug any pupils who are very emotionally distraught during the day. The teachers will remain 

masked and sanitise themselves and the child immediately after the child settles.  

5. Children will be kept at least one meter apart during class, while they are eating and during 

bathroom visits. NO BALL SPORTS ARE ALLOWED at breaks or before and after school. Children may, 

however, bring something to play with like their own hula hoops or skipping ropes. We will allow 



children to share jump ropes/ skipping ropes for skipping or an elastic around their legs for jumping 

(but they will be reminded to keep “a trolley” apart).  Childrens’ hands will be sanitised immediately 

before and after break. For the sake of psychological and emotional wellness, our school has decided 

to allow children to play on playground equipment during break. Teachers will be extra-vigilant on 

duty and remind the children constantly to keep socially distanced from each other. If you do not 

feel comfortable with your child playing on the playground or in the sandpit, please inform the 

school office immediately so that we can separate your child on a social distancing dot at break. The 

teachers will ensure that pupils on social distancing dots to not get approached by other pupils at 

break.   

6. Please collect your child directly after school (unless your child is in After Care). We have our usual 

staggered collection times to assist with social distancing at the exit gate, but this becomes a 

challenge if you do not collect your child directly after school.  

7. Normally, on assembly days, children may come to school a bit later, as we do not have 

assemblies currently. This will not be the case on MONDAY the 6th of JULY. Grade 3s, please come to 

school at the normal time (before 7h30), so that we can get you into a routine as quickly as possible.  

8. We will be sticking to civvies until the weather warms (at least until September). This allows our 

parents to wash clothing daily. It also allows our parents to skip buying new winter uniforms that 

would’ve only been used for a very short period this year.  

9. We are committed to doing everything we can to keep our staff and precious little pupils safe. Sick 

children will be sent home immediately. If you are in doubt, please rather keep your child at home.  

10. Just to re-assure you, your child’s desk will be sanitised twice daily (Grade 1-3) or before every 

new class (Grade 4-7). The school bathrooms will be sanitised twice daily, high contact surfaces in 

our school will be sanitised twice daily, and your child’s hands will be sanitised AT LEAST 8 times 

daily. The quarantine room will be sanitised after each use. Our school is literally going through litres 

of bleach DAILY to keep the environment as sterilised as possible. Your child will be in the safest 

hands possible during their time back at school.    

11. On your first child’s first day back they will be given three forms. One is a government 

comorbidity declaration form, and one is a CoVid19 agreement form between ourselves and your 

family, and the third is a 2021 confirmation of placement in Solid Foundations form. Please complete 

and return these forms the day after your child’s first day back, they are important to us.  

We know that coming back to school will be “different”. It has taken the Grade 7s quite a while to 

get their “bubble and cheek” back. Based on the Grade 7 experience, we are expecting that children 

start off the first couple of days very subdued and nervous. We will be working hard at keeping their 

stress levels low and faith levels high! They may also come home pretty tired every day, as it takes a 

lot of energy for them to get back into routine and to wear masks. Please give them all the extra 

hugs and kisses that we wish we could! 

 

Prayerfully and with faith 

The staff of Solid Foundations 


