
 

 

 

Solid Foundations 

CoVid19 Policy 2020.5 

The following regulations will be in place at our school until national Level 2, after which they will be 

re-visited. Preschool classes will follow their own regulations regarding classroom management 

which are listed separately.  

In response to the international CoVid19 Pandemic, this policy lays out the criteria and guidelines for 

staff and pupils at our school. This policy is a working document and will be updated as information 

becomes available.  

The school will open its grades to attend school as recommended by the government. If we safely 

meet all government criteria, grades may, however, be opened sooner.  

 

a. School entrance: 

1. All pupils and janitors will be temperature screened by Joanne and Darrel at the Troll Bridge 

Gate and the Korhaan street gate in the mornings. The Maraboe Street gate will not be in 

use for pupils.  

2. Any pupils displaying a temperature higher than 37,5 degrees will not be permitted to enter 

the school premises.  

3. Pupils’ hands will be sanitised at the school entrances. 

4. Pupils are required to wear masks to enter the school. Pupils are encouraged to wash their 

masks and/or face shields daily. Pupils with visibly dirty or damaged face masks may not 

enter the premises.  

5. Teaching staff must report to the school gates for temperature checking daily. 

6. Our school is not responsible for the safe and healthy transport of children to and from 

school. This remains the responsibility of the parents.  

7. Any persons entering the school premises through the office after 7h30 will be temperature 

screened and their hands will be sanitised.  

8. Any transport drivers entering the premises to collect pupils must wear masks. They will also 

be screened and their hands sanitised before entering.  

9. Pupils may wear civvies to school. This is not compulsory, and those that choose to wear 

their school uniform will not be penalised or ostracised. Civvies simply provides parents the 

opportunity to wash clothing daily should they choose to. Civvies rules will be enforced. 

These include: no makeup or jewellery, no skirts, no heels, no loose hair, no graphic 

messages on any piece of clothing (this includes graphic pictures like skulls), no spaghetti 

strapped tops and nothing shorter than four fingers above the knee.  

 

b. Classroom management 

1. Teachers must spread out the pupil desks as far as possible from each other.  

2. There will be no “carpet time” so classroom carpet space will rather be used for desk space 



3. Pupils sitting at double desks must be permanently separated with testing screens. 

4. Social distancing must be maintained when classes line up to lead into a class. Classes 

should line up in open spaces (albeit far away from the classroom and not directly outside 

classroom doors) and lead directly into classes without waiting in line unnecessarily.  

5. Manage suitcase access by either spreading out suitcases across the school property or by 

staggering the number of children who can access their bags at one time e.g. let children go 

out to fetch their lunch at 2 minute intervals. Senior primary pupils will be encouraged to 

give each other space to access their bags.  

6. Teachers must wear face shields at all times. Face shields must be washed daily by teachers. 

7. Tables may NOT have anything on them at the end of a school day. The janitors will be 

pressed for time to wipe off all the tables every day with a bleach solution. They will not 

have time to wipe both the A3 laminated table mats and the tables. Please keep tables 

completely clear.  

8. Every class must have windows open. Even in cold weather, classrooms must be ventilated 

with fresh air. Please use air-cons very sparingly, as they have been known to spread 

airborne viruses.  

9. Teachers will instruct learners to wash their hands at least after each break.  

 

c. Preschool classroom management 

1. It is an accepted fact that social distancing at this age is impossible. 

2. Teachers will need to be extra-vigilant regarding observing the health symptoms of their 

pupils and separating all those who are ill immediately. 

3. Pupils and teachers must practice handwashing at least 4 times daily. 

4. Pupils must sanitise their hands before, and preferably after, playing with toys. 

5. Any toys that get “mouthed” must be sanitised. 

 

d. “Special classes” 

1. We will resume with all classes like art, PT, music etc. These teachers will have to adapt their 

teaching space to try and maintain social distancing.  

2. Violin classes will be restricted to Grade 7 only at present. 

3. Computers, violins, PT equipment and hand-held instruments will be disinfected by the 

teacher after each lesson.  

4. Children may not play any contact sports and must rather do PT in a spread out area like the 

field. 

5. Where possible, art (senior primary) will be moved to an available open senior primary 

classroom. Wherever not possible, art will be undertaken outdoors or, if the weather is not 

permitting, in the After Care centre using shielding screens between pupils.  

e. Breaks 

1. Children will have normal school break times.  

2. Children will have to sit spread out and sit on the ground while eating their lunch. Use the 

field, netball court and playgrounds for this. Children must sit at least 1,3m apart while 

eating their lunch. Children are welcome to bring small cushions daily from home to sit on 

for their lunch break.  



3. Break duty teachers must encourage children to maintain as much distance as possible from 

each other while playing. 

4. Teachers must maintain social distancing at break times.  

 

f. Extra murals 

1. We will allow non-sports extra-murals to begin as soon as coaches and private companies 

feel that they can safely continue their services. The responsibility rests with the extra-

murals to ensure that they are maintaining social distancing, hand-sanitising and the wearing 

of masks.  

2. Our school will not participate in any sports leagues, extra-mural competitions or inter-

school matches. 

 

g. Sick pupils or staff members 

1. Pupils who develop flu or cold symptoms (coughing, excessive sniffing, fever) during school 

must be separated from their peers and quarantined. 

2. Parents have to collect their children immediately. 

3. No pupil may lie down in their class on the carpet or on a mattress. 

4. Quarantined pupils being fetched must be collected through the nearest school gate and 

may not pass through any classrooms or the office on their way out. If they have used a 

bathroom, the toilet must be sanitised immediately thereafter.  

5. In the event of more than one child needing to be quarantined, Darrel (or a replacement 

janitor) will remain with the child being fetched in the school parking lot while waiting for 

the parents.  

6. Staff who display flu or cold symptoms must remain at home and record their lessons to be 

viewed by pupils online. If the classroom of the sick staff member does not have a projector, 

a portable projector system will be arranged.  

7. Any pupils or teachers diagnosed with CoVid19 will be reported to the Department of 

Education. They will conduct an investigation and determine how the school must proceed.   

 

h. Assemblies and outings or shows 

1. There will be no line-up assemblies or hall assemblies. If necessary, teachers will either be 

given announcements via WhatsApp at 7h30 each morning, or Mrs Helmbold will visit each 

class personally to do so. Pupils will proceed to homeroom class (junior primary) or first 

period class (senior primary) at 7h30 each morning. Teachers must begin each day with a 

scripture memorisation (Mrs Helmbold will WhatsApp the scripture chosen weekly) and 

prayer. Non-Christian staff members may call on Kathryn to assist in this regard.  

2. Assembly time will be replaced with a home-room session. Teachers are encouraged to play 

an inspirational message/video during this time. Pupils may arrive at school later to avoid 

this assembly time. Late arrival is only permitted on assembly days.  

3. Preschool classes and foundation phase teachers must stagger their group singing times to 

accommodate one class for singing at a time. Kathryn will have a programme available for 

teachers to book new singing time-slots (any day) to do so. 

4. There will be no shows or outings until further notice. Parents will be refunded accordingly.  



 

i. Hotdogs and tuck 

1. Tuck is closed. 

2. Hotdogs will be on sale as per normal. Teachers must collect and hand out hotdogs and not 

allow pupils to do so. Teachers may arrange a roster to do so, otherwise the homeroom 

teacher is responsible. Teachers must wear gloves while handing out hotdogs.  

3. Cake sales are cancelled until further notice. 

 

j. Special school events 

1. All special school events are cancelled e.g. concerts, eisteddfods, Science Expo, Maths Bees 

and Spelling Bees.  

2. Teachers are encouraged to do as many fun activities, small competitions and rewards to 

keep the children in good spirits e.g. fun dress up days or teaching outdoors. 

 

k. Reports, assessments and marks 

1. The school assessment policy is not in play for 2020.  

2. Once back at school, marks and assessments may be heavily weighted according to the 

discretion of the teacher, who should use common sense in ascertaining if the marks are a 

true reflection of the classes’ abilities.  

3. It is recommended that smaller, short quizzes are used to collect marks for the second cycle 

report card rather than loading stressed families with numerous projects and speeches.  

4. Senior primary assessment plans will be coordinated once all senior primary grades are back 

at school.  

5. Reports may be moved back to the 1st of September based on the general consensus of the 

staff. 

6. November examinations may weight 100% of the third cycle report mark.  

7. Grade RRR reports are due within one month after returning to school. 

8. Grade RR and R reports will be combined with school readiness testing after returning to 

school. The report will be formatted to display the four school readiness test marks and an 

overall general in-depth teacher comment. 


