
 

1 May 2020 

 

Dear parents 

 

As you are no doubt aware, the official re-starting date of school has been pushed back again. 

Although our Minister Motshega did mention something vague about private schools re-opening 

sooner “if all the conditionalities are met”, we as a school are NOT opting to rush to open. The 

decision we’ve made in this regard has been weighed primarily against these three factors: 

1. Our children’s safety has been and will always be our primary concern. 

2. If we did open early, we would expect high levels of absenteeism. This makes progression as a 

whole in the syllabus almost impossible for teachers to maintain. 

3. We are concerned about the fact that the majority of our pupils arrive at school via public 

transport.  

We will therefore wait patiently for the government school’s re-opening dates, or only reopen once 

we are completely convinced our pupils will be safe. Please rest assured that Solid Foundations has 

already been disinfected in our classes and bathrooms (within the first week after lockdown), 

ordered therma-scanners and bought litres of hand-sanitiser. We do have desk dividers at the ready 

should this be a requirement from the DBE too.  

Online schooling and our Solids WiFi Hotspot will simply continue as per normal. I really commend 

the staff for doing an INCREDIBLE job for teaching in this completely different way. It has been a 

stretching time for our teaching team, but they have stepped up to the plate in a fantastic way. Now 

that we are in Level 4, if you would like to fetch any outstanding books from your child’s class 

(recommended for continued online schooling), please contact Darrel to make arrangements to 

collect them at the school gate (078-294-5101). Please contact him before your arrival so that he can 

allocate them and be prepared to do a quick handover. 

If you are able to return to work during the school lockdown, stay safe! Please also ensure that your 

child can operate a mobile device independently to continue with our online schooling programme. 

Our online classes are keeping our pupils on target with their syllabuses. Although we acknowledge 

that nothing can compare with face-to-face teaching, we are satisfied that the quality of our online 

classes is high, and our children are still on track in the 2020 academic school year.  

If we could make a request as a school…although the DBE has promised masks for all pupils, please 

could each family privately organise comfortable masks for their children in the interim. We 

recommend two washable, cotton masks (at least double or triple layered) per child.  

 

We continue praying sincerely for all our families during this time. We miss our pupils terribly and 

cannot wait to see their happy faces (albeit masked) again! 

 

Blessings 

Erika Helmbold 


