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Response to Extended Deadline 

 

Dear parents 

 

I would first like to pause and thank God for being our anchor and our strength during this time of 

distress. We place our hope and trust in Him alone. 

In the light of Mr Ramaphosa’s address tonight, as promised, Solid Foundations will be going online 

as of the 17th of April. Our staff have been busy this week with planning and training to make this a 

possibility. Our online programme will be intensive and thorough, not just “keeping children busy”, 

but with the goal of ensuring that our children are kept properly on track with the syllabus.  

Our decision in steering our school the direction we have, is based on the following: 

1. With ¾ of our school being young learners in Grade RRR-3, we had hoped to avoid the online 

route altogether. Nevertheless, we do understand that this is no longer an option. 

2. We calculated a new school calendar that accounted for the extra holiday days up to and including 

next week Thursday. Hence our decision to go online as of Friday the 17th. We regard Friday as a 

“test day” to iron out any glitches and offer our families support where we can.  

3. We have investigated different routes to take with online learning, keeping in mind the need for 

simplicity and the lowest possible data consumption rates. We will be providing our families with a 

link to access pre-recorded lessons given by our staff, as well as the necessary school work for our 

pupils to continue working at home. We have planned our online programme to be simplistic 

enough to access with a cell phone. The link to this online programme will be provided by Thursday 

afternoon (16 April).  

 

Our staff will be working exceptionally hard to get their last marks in through this online programme, 

so that reports can go out by the beginning of May. This excludes the preschool and Grade 1s 

unfortunately, who will need to do one-to-one assessment with the pupils as soon as they are back 

at school.  

 

We appreciate the love and support we have received over this time, and wish you and your family 

all the health, safety and protection of His hands.  

 

Yours faithfully 

Erika Helmbold 

 


